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CITY OF BALATON
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 12, 2026

Order of the Minutes does not necessarily reflect the order of the meeting.

1) CALL TO ORDER:  The Regular Meeting of the Balaton City Council was called to order at 7:00 pm on Monday, January 12, 2026 by Mayor Lonnie Lambertus. 
a) Present:  Mayor – Lonnie Lambertus;  Council Members – Tracy McCloud, Greg Erickson, Dylan Fricke, Curt Paradis
b) Absent:  None
c) Also Present:   Matt Gross – City Attorney; Sheriff Wallen– Sheriff’s Dept.; Per Peterson – Headlight Herald; Kasey Holm – Fire Chief, Stephanie Fricke – City Clerk; Roberta Joehnck; Jill Gilman, Kim Wall, Theresa Zaske, Penni Spaid, Julie Livingston, Caitland Miller, Reed Lange, Darleen Sherman, Ashley Haroldson, Dori Krumm, 
2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion to approve the Regular Council meeting of December 8, 2025, was made by Erickson and seconded Fricke.  Motion carried by all present.
3) FINANCIALS:
a) Audit of Bills, Claims & Demands:  Council reviewed the financial reports include receipts, outstanding bills, and all payments made for the month of December.  There were no questions or corrections.  A motion was made by McCloud and seconded by Erickson to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried by all present.
b) CD Investments:  Updated CD Investment spreadsheet was included in the council packet for their information.
4) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:
5) RESOLUTION 2026-01 STATING ORGANIZATIONAL FORMAT:  
a) 2026 Council Duties:  Discussion of change of committees.  Fricke was concerned if he should be on the Liquor Store committee.  Discussion was held between council members.  Gross commented that the council could appoint private citizens to the committee.  Fricke enjoys being on the committee.  He doesn’t want it to be an issue.  Support from council members that he is a good committee member and will abstain when need to.  Haroldson feels he is an asset to the committee. 

WHEREAS, at the first council meeting certain designations are required to be made by the city Council; THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following designations shall be made for 2026:
ACTING MAYOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .Greg Erickson
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Above The Fold/Headlight Herald 
PROCESS SERVER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .Lyon County Sheriff’s Dept.
DEPOSITORIES OF CITY FUNDS . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .First Independent Bank, Balaton
                         				                        	    Minnwest Bank, Tracy
AGENT OF RECORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nathan Miller – SW Ins Service - Balaton

Committee Responsibilities are assigned as follows for year 2026:

Balaton EDA 					         		Erickson/Fricke
Board of Appeals (Zoning)			  	         	Fricke
City Attorney	                             				Matthew Gross
City Hall/Community Center	                   			Fricke/McCloud
Civil Defense					 		Erickson/Kasey Holm
Fire & Ambulance	                              				McCloud/Lambertus
Garbage, Burnsite, County Waste Board                 		Lambertus
Insurance	                                       					Fricke/McCloud
Liquor Store						         	Fricke/McCloud
Maintenance & Equipment				      	Lambertus/Paradis
Nursing Home	                               				Lambertus/Paradis
Parks							         	Fricke/McCloud
Police		 						Erickson/Paradis
Sewer Department				       		Erickson/Paradis
Streets & Storm Sewer                         				Erickson/Lambertus
Water Department	                          				Lambertus/Paradis
Well Head Protection Committee	  				Fricke/Torgeson
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Weeds 								Lambertus/Torgeson

The motion included approving making payments of claims to take advantage of DISCOUNTS which may apply on purchases of various materials, supplies, repairs, services, etc., which may result in “extra charges" if not paid by a specific point in time, the Clerk-Treasurer is instructed to pay certain bills in order to take advantage of any discounts or to avoid service charges for late payment and the following  RESOLUTION:
           
RESOLUTION DESGINATING DEPOSITORIES FOR CITY FUND FOR THE YEAR 2026

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Balaton, Minnesota:

That the First Independent Bank of Balaton, Minnesota; (herein called the "Bank") be and is hereby designated as a depository of the City of Balaton (herein after called the "Depositor") with authority to accept or receive at any time for the credit of the Depositor deposits by whomsoever made, of funds and other property whatever form or manner transferred or endorsed, whether made as 
demand deposits, savings deposits, or time deposits; and that any officer or official of; the Depositor be and is hereby authorized to open or cause to be opened one or more accounts with the Bank on the terms, conditions, and agreements as the Bank now or hereafter requires and to make any other agreements deemed advisable in regard to any of the foregoing.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that checks, drafts, or other orders for payment, transfer or withdrawal of any of the funds or other property of the Depositor on deposit with the Bank shall be binding on the Depositor when signed, manually or by use of a facsimile or mechanical signature of otherwise authorized, by two (2) of the following named individuals:

			Lonnie Lambertus, Mayor
			Greg Erickson, Acting Mayor
			Stephanie Fricke, City Clerk-Treasurer
			
and the Bank is hereby authorized to pay and charge to the account of the Depositor any such checks, drafts, or other orders so signed or otherwise authorized, including those payable to individual order of the person or persons signing or otherwise authorizing the same and including also those payable to the Bank or to any other person for application, or which are actually applied to the payment of any indebtedness owing to the Bank from the person or persons who signed such checks, drafts or other withdrawal orders or otherwise authorized such withdrawals.  In particular, and not in limitation of foregoing, such persons may authorize payment, transfer or withdrawal by oral or telephonic directions to the Bank complying with such rules and regulations relating to such authorization as the Bank may communicate to the Depositor from time to time...

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the person(s) so authorized to sign be and are hereby authorized and empowered on behalf of the Depositor, to transact all other business with and through the Bank which such person(s) may at any time deem to be advisable, including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, authority to purchase certificates of deposit and to enter into deposit agreements, safe deposit agreements, lock-box agreements, night depository agreements, freight payment service agreements, payroll service agreements, and other electronic data processing service agreements offered by the Bank, and, agreements to execute and deliver to the Bank any and all contracts and other writings which such person(s) may deem to be necessary or desirable.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Clerk-Treasurer shall certify to the Bank the names and signatures (either actual or any form or forms of facsimile or mechanical signature
adopted by the person authorized to sign) of the persons named above and such certifying office shall from time to time hereafter, upon a change in the fact so certified, immediately certify to the Bank the names and signatures (actual or facsimile) of the persons then authorized to sign or act; the Bank shall be fully protected in relying on such certificates and on the obligation of the certifying office (set forth above) to immediately certify to the Bank any change in any facts so certified, and the Bank shall be indemnified and saved harmless by the Depositor from any claims, demands, expenses, loss or damage resulting from or growing out of honoring or relying on the signature of other authority (whether or not property used and, in the case of any facsimile signature, regardless of when or by whom or by what means such signature may have been made or affixed) of any office or person whose name and signature was so certified, or refusing to honor any signature or authority not so certified.
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that these resolutions shall continue in force until express written notice of their rescission or modification has been furnished to and received by the Bank.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any and all transactions by or in behalf of the Depositor with the Bank prior to the adoption of this resolution be, and the same hereby are, in all respects ratified, approved, and confirmed.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any and/or all of the following listed Banks shall be included with and included as "Banks" in the RESOLUTION:

Minnwest Bank South.............................Tracy, MN

Adopted by the City Council this 12th day of January 2026.


__________________________Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________City Clerk

ALLOWANCES:  Agreed to keep the MILEAGE allowance for council members or employees using their personal vehicles for City business at the current IRS mileage rate (.70 cents/mile) and the MEAL allowance for council members or employees who are out of town on City business remains at $10.00/meal or $30.00/day.

COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  Agreed to keep the date of the Regular Council Meetings for 2026 the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

EMERGENCY EXPENDITURES:  Agreed that Department Heads, with approval from their council committee member and/or members can make emergency expenditures of $2,000.00. 
  
A motion to approve the Organizational Format and Resolution was made by Erickson, seconded by Paradis.  The following voted in support of the motion:  McCloud, Erickson, Fricke, Paradis, Lambertus.  Voicing opposition to the motions was:  None.  Whereupon Mayor Lambertus declared the motion carried and the resolution(s) adopted.
b) 2026 Fee Schedule:  Paradis stated the fee for community center there should be a charge for having liquor (not just a deposit) $150 for liquor store plus the $100 deposit.  No change for the Legion Bingo.  A motion to accept the Community Center charge for liquor to $150 plus the $100 deposit was may be Paradis and seconded by McCloud.   Motion carried by all present.  Zoning charges should be increased to  Increase to $100 for up to 12’ x 24’ or 288 sq. ft. and $150 for structures larger than 12’ x 24’.  A motion to approve the new zoning rates was made by Paradis and seconded by Fricke.   Motion carried by all present.  
c) 2026 WSG Utility Rates:  Increase water flat fee from $25 to $26 and the Sewer per 1000 rate from $3.50 to $4.00.  A motion to approve these rate changes was made by Erickson and seconded by Paradis.  Motion carried by all present.  
6) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
7) REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS
8) REPORTS – OFFICERS, BOARDS, COMMITTEES
a) Water/Sewer/Garbage Accounts
1) Delinquent Accounts:   8 shutoffs are scheduled for Wednesday and one request to make payment on January 16.  A motion to approve the extension was made by McCloud and seconded by Fricke.  Motion carried.    
2) Garbage service for Churches:  The City received a letter from SW Sanitation that they will forgo charges to churches. A motion to accept SW Sanitation to pick up church garbage no charge, was made by McCloud and second by Erickson.  Motion carried.
b) City Personnel – Employee Hours YTD:  
1) Employee hours recap was included in the council information packet.
c) Public Works:  ISG coming on January 20th at 3 pm.  McCloud would be there. Erickson will also attend.  
d) EDA Monthly Report:    No report was received this month.  
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e) Fire/Ambulance Department Updates:  
1) 2026 Officers: Ambulance Jason Karre/Reed Lange co-captions/  Fire: No change Holm-Fire Chief/Swan-Asst. Fire Chief.  A motion to approve the Fire/Ambulance officers was made by McCloud and seconded by Fricke.  Motion carried.  
2) Donation – Resolution 2025-34 SWIF Balaton Area Foundation $5000 for Tripod Rescuer for the Fire Department.  A motion to accept the SWIF donation was made by Paradis and seconded by Fricke.  Motion carried.  
(a) Donation – Resolution 2026-02 Apex Clean Energy/Box Car Wind $1000 to the Fire Department.  A motion to accept the Apex donations was made by Erickson and seconded by Fricke.  Motion carried.   
3) Ambulance Write Offs:  Several attempts had been made at collection with no success.  Suggest writing off:  Donahue for $153.29 and Luna for $290.00.  Motion to write off the expense was made by Erickson and seconded by Paradis.  Motion carried.
9) Lyon County Sheriff Department:  Distributed monthly calls and the 2024 and 2025 annual report.  Average hours on call in Balaton 33.56.  
10) Liquor Store:  Thank you to the EDA for meeting with council and finding resolution.  Fund raising can be done for the Liquor Store, it would be made as a donation.  McCloud stated chamber can help on getting the word out.  
11) Community Center:  Getting bookings.
12) Zoning:   Nothing 
13) NEW BUSINESS:
a) Change Telephone Provider from Frontier to Woodstock.  5 lines of service with Frontier cost $353.30 per month.  5 Lines of service with Woodstock cost $172.45 and will give the city unlimited long distance.  Liquor Store Cost with Frontier average $127.54. Woodstock $24.95. No installation fees, retain our phone numbers.  Motion to change providers from Frontier to Woodstock was made by McCloud seconded by Erickson.  Motion carried.  
b) Swenson Plumbing Abatement Application.  This abatement would be for 2027.  Need a resolution.  Gross will prepare resolution for February meeting. Erickson wants to research on the commercial abatement.  
14) UNFINISHED BUSINESS:       
a) Potentially Dangerous Dog Update:   Theresa Zaske followed up.  She stated it is a wonderful dog but does not have a proper enclosure.  Asked if there is a way the city could help with a fence installation.  This is a rental property.  The dog is well nourished and well loved.  Very friendly.  Zaske does not feel it is a dangerous dog.  McCloud commented it is vicious to other dogs.  Sherman stated you can’t take a daycare walk near the property.  Something needs to be done, but it needs to be done for everyone.  Microchip would also need to be followed up on.  A hearing needs to be set within the next 14 days.  City Clerk to set up a meeting with owner and council. 
15) MISCELLANEOUS 
a) City Hall Hours:  City Hall closed Monday, January 20th in observance of Martin Luther King Day.  
b) Lambertus will not be at the February council meeting.   
16) [bookmark: _GoBack] ADJOURNMENT:    With no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Erickson and seconded by Paradis.  Motion carried by all present.  Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.

__________________________				________________________________
Stephanie Fricke/Clerk-Treasurer				Lonnie Lambertus, Mayor
