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CITY OF BALATON
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 13, 2026, at 7pm

1) CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Balaton City Council was called to order at 7:00pm on Monday, April 13, 2026, by Mayor Lonnie Lambertus.
2) ROLL CALL
a) Present: Council Members: Tracy McCloud, Greg Erickson, Curt Paradis, Dylan Fricke
b) Absent: None
c) Also Present: Josh Torgeson, Public Works; Reed Lange, Co-Ambulance Captain; Stephanie Fricke-City Clerk; Matt Gross-City Attorney; Eric Wallen-Sheriff; Parker Hamann -ISG,  Others Present: Kim Wall, Theresa Zaske, Joe Cooreman, Cookie Cooreman, Dave Kaup, Luann Anderson, Tori DeVries
3) ADDITION TO THE AGENDA: Add resolution #2026-08 to the agenda motion made by Erickson to add the resolution to the agenda seconded by Fricke. Motion carried by all present.
4) TAX ABATEMENT HEARING: Open the tax abatement hearing for Swenson Plumbing and Ryan Geiser. Motion made by Fricke and seconded by McCloud. Motion carried by all present. 
5) APPROVE MINUTES:   A motion was made by Erickson and seconded McCloud by to approve the regular meeting minutes from March 9, 2026 . Motion carried by all present.
6) FINANCIALS:   
a) Audit of Bills, Claims & Demands:  Council reviewed the financial reports including receipts, outstanding bills, and all payments made for the month of March.  There were no questions or corrections.  A motion was made by Fricke and seconded by Erickson to approve the financials as presented.  Motion carried by all present.
b) General CD #3584 renewal: Renew the CD for 7-month at interest rate 3.45%  motion made by Fricke seconded by McCloud. Motion carried by all present. 
c) Updated ACH/EFT: Updated payable list to pay more payable/invoices ACH/EFT due to postage rate increase in the coming months. 
7) REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS: 
a) Dave Kaup Nuisance Properties- group to make the town better. Appointing members to nuisance committee. Motion made to appoint Dave Kaup, Mary Timmerman, Luann Anderson, and Jarad Hively as the nuisance committee by Fricke seconded by Erickson. Fricke will be the council rep. Motion carried by all present. Committee can make recommendations on properties and what needs to be done. Steps still need to be followed by the ordinance. Notice for first nuisance meeting coming next week.
b) Close off street in front of liquor store for benefit April 18 and using picnic tables. Will decide closer to event. 
8) REPORTS – OFFICERS, BOARDS, COMMITTEES
a) Water/Sewer/Garbage Delinquent Accounts: Delinquent account list was reviewed. 
1 currently shut off
b) City Personnel 
1) Employee Hours YTD 
c) Public Works: 
1) ISG Capital Improvement Plan Presentation- Final draft presented. Adopting the final draft it makes it official city document. Motion to adopt the final draft of the capital improvement plan made by McCloud seconded by Erickson. Motion carried by all present. 
2) Auxiliary Lift station: Lift station is failing. We have a quote from electric pump. Working with ISG with designs, lead times on pumps and controls timeline possibly the end of the year beginning of January 2027. Control panel is shot and can’t get parts for it. A signed proposal of how you would like to proceed to fix the lift station needs to be made by the last week of April 2026 for the timeline for it to to be completed by the end of the this year/beginning of January 2027. No grants for this project will be available. Getting a bond for this project will help with grants for future projects
Discuss whether to repair it for estimated $250,000 or completely replace it with the estimated cost $745,000. Special meeting on Monday, April 20th to discuss farther. 
3) O2 Tank Rental- Change Supplier-complete
4) Lake Yankton Ave- fix drainage quote from HMI $9940 and quote from Williams Earthworks $6200. Motion to have Williams Earthworks do the tile repairs made by Paradis and seconded by McCloud. Motion carried by all present.
Torgeson also had 2 quotes on asphalt to fix street but after the tiling is repaired it will be best to let that settle a year before fixing the road. 
5) Lyon County will be repaving Lake and  2nd  Street to Washington will be big project putting curbs approaches, rounding curves and Methodist Church steps back in. Lumber yard to county road 5. This is funded by the county. Starting in May. There is 1 galvanized service line on 2nd street that will need to be fixed in the future. Can we possibly work with the county and try fix this 1 line while it is torn up and not have to tear up a new road? This would have to be city funds. Torgeson will talk with Parker at ISG and work on trying to get this done. 
d) EDA – Monthly Report: nothing
e) Fire/Ambulance Department
1) Ambulance Ali Arc HD Bumper – Ambulance has a quote to change the ambulance bumper to Ali Arc HD Bumper to help keep ambulance personnel and patients safe as well as help reduce damage to the ambulance if wildlife animal was hit in transit.  Ambulance has received donation from Balaton Area Community Foundation for $3000 also spoke with the American Legion Auxiliary about a donation as well. If all funding comes through approval to purchase the new bumper for the ambulance. Motion made by Fricke seconded by McCloud contingent on financing to purchase the Ali Arc HD bumper. Motion carried by all present. 
2) Ambulance Metro Billing: Two outstanding ambulance runs that cannot be collected- patient is deceased. Motion made to write off the 2 outstanding ambulance runs made by Fricke and seconded Paradis. Motion carried by all present. 
3) Ambulance CD #7152 up for renewal. Renew CD for 7 months at 3.45% rate. Motion made by McCloud and seconded by Erickson to renew ambulance CD # 7152 for 7 months at 3.45%. Motion carried by all present. 
4) Resolution 2026-08  Donation to Ambulance from BACF $3000 for new bumper motion made by Fricke and seconded by McCloud. Motion carried by all present. 
f) Lyon County Sheriff Department 
1) Distributed March 2026 call report
2) Received documentation about the dangerous dog and has been submitted to the district attorney. Resident has moved. No longer residence of Balaton. Nothing farther to do. 
g) Liquor Store: Took the RO system and water softener out of the Liquor Store that was being rented.  Getting a RO Systems waiting on quotes.  Also is the railing at the liquor store going to get fixed/replaced?  Quote was received by Hively Welding. Quote was submitted to Lyon County court for restitution. 

h) Community Center:  
1) 13 bookings for April and 7 bookings for May 
2) Legion reached out and suggested overhead projector or big TV for the community center. No pricing yet. There is $3400 left in the Community Center renovation project. Paradis recommended TV they are cheaper and easier that projector. TV would hang on the wall.  Fricke will follow up on this. 
i) Zoning: Nothing
9) NEW BUSINESS: 
a) Resolution 2026-06  Tax Abatement for Geiser property motion made by Paradis and seconded by Fricke. Motion carried by all present. 
b) Resolution 2026-07 Tax Abatement for Swenson Plumbing motion made by Erickson and  seconded by Paradis. Motion carried by all present. 
10) UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Potentially Dangerous Dog update: Moved to further action needs to be made.   
11) MISCELLANEOUS:
a) Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting at Balaton City Hall April 20, 2026, 6pm 
b) Spring Newsletter sent out
c)  2026 Golf Cart Permits available $15.00
d) Seifert City Tour- McCloud and Erickson will do tour April 20th 4pm at City Hall
12) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Zaske BACF put in the dog creek bridge, and it is starting to sink in a couple of places. BACF was told it needs to be lifted. It’s our understanding that fee for the golf cart permits is put in a fund to help with repairs and maintenance. How much money is in this fund? And if you need additional funds to repair that bridge to let the BACF know. On a personal note, I have bought a golf permit for the last 2 years, I don’t live in town. And brought this up last year as well that people that look younger than 16 years old driving golf carts and golf carts without permits. Why should I get a permit? The golf cart fee was not on the fee schedule at the beginning of the year. 
The Sheriff will need to enforce the underage driving. 
City Clerk will look into golf cart fees, ordinance and funds further.
BACF last year gave $10,000 to a new bathroom at Lyons park. Xcel expects this to be completed in a year which is June 2026.  
13) ADJOURNMENT: With no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by McCloud and second by Fricke. Motion was carried by all present.  The meeting adjourned at 8:24 pm.  


__________________________________			________________________
Stephanie Fricke, City Clerk-Treasurer			Lonnie Lambertus, Mayor

