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CITY OF BALATON
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 22, 2026, at 6:00PM

The order of the Minutes does not necessarily reflect the order of the meeting.

1. CALL TO ORDER: A Special Meeting of the Balaton City Council was called to order at 6:02 pm on Thursday, January 22, 2026, by Mayor Lonnie Lambertus.
1. ROLL CALL:
1. Present:  Mayor Lonnie Lambertus, Council Members: Greg Erickson, Tracy McCloud, Dylan Fricke, Curt Paradis, 
1. Absent: Daniel Leos 
1. Also Present:  Stephanie Fricke – City Clerk/Treasurer;  Per Peterson- Headlight Herald
1. Potentially Dangerous Dog- owner no show Daniel Leos.
1. How to handle- McCloud:  we have everything we need to proceed with potentially dangerous dog since the dog has chased people before. My opinion is the owner provides up to date vaccination, microchip, and proper enclosure. We do have a city ordinance to keep your dog on a leash and that hasn’t happened.  
1. Paradis -After hearing Theresa’s statement about the dog that it was friendly dog, so he was unsure. 
Erickson: I don’t think that what McCloud is asking is unfair we are just asking the owner to take care of the dog and keep it in his yard. It hasn’t bitten a person, yet people have feared it. I’m not sure what the microchip is going to do but it’s in the statue.
Paradis: I know it attacked another dog, but I also have seen it interact with another dog, and it left it alone. 
Erickson: I think we have to do something because if it were to bite a person. 
Lonnie: What if we don’t label it a potentially dangerous dog and have him put up an enclosure/fence and vaccinations up to date. 
Fricke: Agreed with Lonnie that was kind of my thought after reading what Theresa said.
Sure, it could be a potentially be a dangerous dog, but I  didn’t want to put that label on it yet.   
McCloud: if we don’t label a potentially dangerous and something happens. I think if we label it potentially dangerous dog it meets the requirements of the state statue. 
Fricke: I think that we start the process of the potentially dangerous dog and then there is legal weight behind it if something happens. 
McCloud: The ordinance we have is keeping it on the leash. I think if we label in potentially dangerous dog we meet the criteria for it. And that gives the owner that right to keep his dog and he just needs to follow those stipulations we put in place. Potentially dangerous dog you don’t have to label it a potentially dangerous dog compared to a dangerous dog. There is nothing in the statue stating that he would have to put a sign up for a potentially dangerous dog.
Fricke: I think that would be a better way to go. Start the process with potentially dangerous dog then their legal weight behind if anything does happen. 
Erickson: I agree we aren’t asking him to do a whole lot. When Travis pulled his dog away from it, he didn’t get bit did he? 
Lonnie: As far as I know no he didn’t 


Paradis: since dog owner rents will the property owner let him have a fence? Dog needs proper enclosure. 
McCloud: It doesn’t have to be a fence it can be a kennel. What he has right now is not proper enclosure of inclement weather. 
Fricke: I think the house would be a proper encloser. 
Lonnie: In the house or garage is considered proper enclosure. 
McCloud: Proper enclosure means securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and providing protection from the elements for the dog. 

Motion made by Fricke to declare this dog a potentially dangerous dog and the owner needs to provide up to date vaccination recorders, provide proper enclosure for dog whether in house or proper chain, and the dog needs to be microchipped within 30 days of receiving certified letter.  Motion was seconded by Erickson.

1. ADJOURNMENT:    With no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Erickson and seconded by Fricke. Motion carried by all present.  The meeting adjourned at 6:13 pm.



__________________________		________________________________
Stephanie Fricke, City Clerk-Treasurer		Lonnie Lambertus, Mayor

