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CITY OF BALATON
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
March 9, 2026, at 7pm

1) CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Balaton City Council was called to order at 7:00 pm on Monday, March 9, 2026, by Greg Erickson acting Mayor.
2) ROLL CALL
a) Present: Council Members: Tracy McCloud, Greg Erickson, Curt Paradis
b) Absent: Mayor: Lonnie Lambertus-Mayor, Dylan Fricke
c) Also Present: Josh Torgeson, Pu Kasey Holm, Fire Chief; Reed Lange, Co-Ambulance Captain; Stephanie Fricke-City Clerk; Per Peterson-Headlight Herald; Matt Gross-City Attorney; Sheriff Deputy; Parker Hamann ISG Others Present:  Dar Sherman, James Skarl
3) APPROVE MINUTES:   A motion was made by McCloud and seconded Paradis by to approve the regular meeting minutes from February 9, 2026 . Motion carried by all present.
4) FINANCIALS:   
a) Audit of Bills, Claims & Demands:  Council reviewed the financial reports including receipts, outstanding bills, and all payments made for the month of January.  There were no questions or corrections.  A motion was made by Paradis and seconded by McCloud to approve the financials as presented.  Motion carried by all present.
5) REQUESTS & COMMUNICATIONS: Nothing
6) REPORTS – OFFICERS, BOARDS, COMMITTEES
a) Water/Sewer/Garbage Delinquent Accounts: Delinquent account list was reviewed. 
b) City Personnel 
1) Employee Hours YTD
c) Public Works: 
1) ISG Capital Improvement Plan Presentation- Update by Parker Hamann: Draft Report and priority list were handed out. Report includes: Introduction, Purpose of CIP, Funding Sources, Community Overview, and Analysis of Wastewater, Drinking Water, Stormwater, Streets, Parks, and Facilities. Working document that will change every year and plan for the city for 5 years. Parker went over the draft report for the city identified projects: Auxiliary Lift Station Replacement, New Well and Sealing Existing Well #1, Street Utility Reconstruction of Summit Avenue, Water Treatment Plant Replacement, Lake Yankton Street Improvements-Drainage, 2nd Street & 4th Street water main, Legion Lions Park updating work within the structure and removing existing restroom, and ballpark improvements removing existing grandstand and removing existing storage building and replace with concert pad and bleachers. Water tower improvements have been recently serviced, but the tower is undersized. City Hall improvement improvements exterior finishes- gutters, door hardware and doors, windows and walls that have been damaged due to settling. All comments/ input back to ISG by March 23rd from council and city personnel. 
2) Lift Station Control Panel- Feb 6th Lift Station went down and it is being manually operated. Can not get parts for it anymore. Received an estimate from Electric Pump.  Getting more pricing but this is something that can’t wait. Two other estimates are coming in. If cost is over $175,000, we must advertise for bids. Torgeson would like to have the same pumps in both stations. We need a control panel. We don’t have to do the pumps right now and can just do the control panel. The pumps are very old. Torgeson is going to get more pricing.
3) Current O2 tank rental contract is up with A-OX. Pricing with A-Ox is $600 for 5 years. Looking into CM2 Supply for $460 for 10 years and can get locally. Motion made by McCloud and seconded by Paradis to switch to CM2 Supply. Motion carried by all present.

d) EDA – Monthly Report: Maple property is listed for sale
e) Fire/Ambulance Department
1) Resolution- Fire Donation from Pagel Family motion to approve resolution by McCloud  seconded by Paradis. Motion carried by all present. 
2) Replacing 604: Last month Holm talked about a grant for 604 and we did not qualify for that grant. The DNR Program called Holm, and they have vehicles (like we did with 607 last year) available come April. We are first on the list to receive that. We get the first choice of vehicles that come available. Price may range from $16,000-$20,000 they will 2017-2018 Chevy or GMC truck. Requesting to purchase that truck and outfit to replace the 604 truck. We do have capital outlay available $25,000 we could buy the chassis even if we don’t completely outfit this year. Total project cost roughly $65,000. Fire Department has raised $12,000 with fundraised that will go towards the new truck. Motion to purchase chassis from DNR by McCloud and second by Paradis. Motion carried by all present.  
3) List 604 for sale- Available the spring of 2027 motion to clear surplus send out to regional fire departments. Motion by Paradis and seconded by McCloud to list 604 for sale surplus. Motion carried by all present.  
f) Lyon County Sheriff Department 
1) Distributed February 2026 call report
2) Received documentation about the dangerous dog and has been submitted to the district attorney. 
g) Liquor Store: 
1) EDA Loan was finalized-complete
2) Handouts to council outlines what the committee has been working on. 
h) Community Center:  
1) Resolution Community Center Donation by Shirley Warren motion made to approve resolution by Paradis seconded by McCloud. Motion carried by all present. 
2) 11 bookings for March and 13 bookings for April 
i) Zoning: Nothing

7) NEW BUSINESS: 
a) Swenson Plumbing Abatement Application - Need to have a public hearing. Abatements would be for 2027. Motion was by Paradis and seconded McCloud to set public hearings for house and business abatements April 13th. Motion carried by all present.
b) Geiser Abatement Application- Need to have a public hearing. Abatements would be for 2027. Motion was by Paradis and seconded McCloud to set public hearings for house and business abatements April 13th. Motion carried by all present.
c) Vet Run Gambling Permit – Skarl:  James Skarl is requesting a permit with MN gaming control board for the Vet Run and as a non-profit they are allowed to get a permit that can used 5 times per calendar year. They are requesting two permits. One permit for regular vet run raffle tickets on July 11 and another permit for meat raffle on June 5th both at the Balaton Liquor Store.    Motion made by Paradis second by McCloud to approve meat raffle permit June 5th. Motion made by McCloud and second by Paradis to approve raffle ticket permit for July 11th.  Motion carried by all present. 
8) UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Potentially Dangerous Dog update: The Sheriff’s Office was contacted February 18th  deputy stopped by and was giving all the documentation and it was also emailed to the Sheriff’s office. We have received vaccination records that look not up to date and owner stated the dog had an appointment March 2 to get the microchip. Deputy stated that it was submitted to district attorney. 
9) MISCELLANEOUS:
a) Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting at Balaton City Hall April 20, 2026, 6pm
b) Auditor Darci Anderson will have a field day audit Thursday March 12, 2026
c)  2026 Golf Cart Permits available $15.00
10) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: Resident complaining about neighbor’s yard condition on Mound Ave. Discussion on city ordinances regarding property maintenance and cleanup efforts. 
11) ADJOURNMENT: With no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Paradis and second by McCloud. Motion was carried by all present.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.  


__________________________________			________________________
Stephanie Fricke, City Clerk-Treasurer			Greg Erickson, Acting Mayor

