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CITY OF BALATON
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 20, 2026

1. CALL TO ORDER: The special meeting of the Balaton City Council was called to order at 6:00pm on Monday, April 20, 2026, by Mayor Lonnie Lambertus.
1. ROLL CALL
1. Present: Mayor: Lonnie Lambertus, Council Members: Tracy McCloud, Greg Erickson, Dylan Fricke,
1. Absent: Curt Paradis  
1. Also Present: Mark Buysse and Tara Nobles- Lyon County Assessors; Stephanie Fricke- City Clerk/Treasurer; Dave and Kathy Lustfield, Mary Timmerman, Ron Stibbe, Kim Wall, Delores Tolhurst, Roberta Joehnck
1. Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting: 
Purpose of the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization is to provide a fair and objective forum for property owners to appeal their valuation or classification. They can only make changes that are substantiated by facts and that meet statutory guidelines. Property taxes are not within the jurisdiction of the Local Board. 
What the Local Board can do:
	Reduce the value of a property. It is assumed that the assessor has properly valued the property. The burden of proof rests with the property owner who must present factual evidence to disprove the assessor’s value. 
	Increase the value of a property. The Board must rely on factual evidence to disprove the assessor’s value. The owner must be notified either in writing or verbally and should be given time to appear before the Local Board before an increase is ordered. 
	Add properties to the assessment list.
	Add improvements to the assessment list. 
	Change the classification of the property. The classification must be based on the property’s use, and evidence must be presented that the property is used in a manner that consistent with the classification. 
The Local Board of Appeal and Equalization  must complete its work within a 20-day period (on or before May 10, 2026) All owners appealing their valuations and/or classifications will be notified by letter of the decision made by the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization. Anyone who is not satisfied with the Local Board’s decision may appeal to the County Board of Appeal and Equalization on June 16, 2026. 2026. 
City of Balaton 2026 preliminary estimated market value $49,563,800. 
Value of properties is going up due to higher properties selling high.
A) Parcel # 21-106001-0 stated that property has 2 fireplaces that are no longer working and have been capped. Buysse pulled up the property, and they were not aware of the fireplaces no longer working. Buysse stated they do have $3300 on the fireplaces as valuation. Motion was made by McCloud and seconded by Erickson to lower valuation by $3300 for parcel # 21-106001-0. Motion carried by all present. 

B) Parcel # 21-100044-0 stated that the value of his property is too high. Buysse pulled up the property to assess. Buysse stated that they can have an assessor come and re-evaluate the property.  Motion was made by the council to make no change at this time made by Erickson and seconded by Fricke. Motion carried by all present.  Buysse stated that they can have an assessor come and re-evaluate the property.  

1. ADJOURNMENT: With no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Fricke and seconded by Erickson.  Motion was carried by all present. The meeting was adjourned at 6:49pm.



________________________________			___________________________________
Stephanie Fricke, City Clerk-Treasurer			Lonnie Lambertus, Mayor

